1925 


Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  192.5,  which  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  herewith,  is  in  the  nature  of  a survey  report. 
An  attempt  has  therefore  been  made  to  draw  attention  to  any  important  matters  referred  to  in 
mv  reports  for  the  years  1921-1924  as  well  as  to  record  progress  which  has  taken  place  during  that 

period. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  district  is  6,683  acres,  there  having  been  no  change  during  the  past 
year.  The  number  of  persons  per  acre  based  on  the  estimated  population  is  therefore  2-9. 


Population. — The  following  small  table  shows  the  steady  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
district  during  the  past  five  years,  the  figure  shown  for  the  year  1921  being  the  population  as 
enumerated  by  the  Census,  while  for  the  remaining  years  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General  has  been  used  : — 


Year. 

1921  (Census) 

1922  

1923  

1924  

1925  


Population. 

18,626 

19,030 

19,210 

19,440 

19,600 


Increase. 

404 

180 

230 

160 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  District. — The  district  for  the  most 
part  forms  the  Southern  watershed  of  the  River  Deerness,  the  Western  boundary  being  formed  by 
the  River  Browne}',  into  which  the  Deerness  discharges.  In  the  South  East  the  boundary  is 
formed  by  the  River  Wear,  which  receives  the  waters  of  the  Browney.  The  ground  is  considerably 
elevated  along  the  Western  portion  of  the  district  and  reaches  a height  of  600  feet  in  Brandon 
Village  which  is  rather  exposed.  Brandon  Colliery,  Langley  Moor,  Meadowfield,  and  the  other 
villages  are  much  lower,  however,  and  the  sloping  ground  affords  good  natural  drainage  facilities. 


The  soil  is  comparatively  dry  and  healthy,  and  consists  chiefly  of  sand,  gravel  and  clay, 
while  coal  bearing  strata  are  found  further  down. 


o 

The  chief  industry  of  the  district  is  coal  mining,  along  with  numerous  bye-product  works, 
as  well  as  a considerable  amount  of  agriculture. 

In  my  opinion,  the  health  of  the  majority  of  the  population  is  unaffected  by  their  occupation 
of  mining,  though  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  exceptional  difficulty  in  this  particular  industry 
and  several  of  the  mines  have  been  closed  for  long  periods  owing  to  the  depression  prevailing  in 
the  coal  trade. 


General  Statistics  : — 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 3,999 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  3,803 

Rateable  Value  £43,963  14  2 

Product  of  a Id.  Rate £183  3 7 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  are  given 
below  along  with  the  equivalent  rate  per  1,000  population  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Births  : 

(Legitimate 
| Illegitimate 

...  230 

5 

221) 

„ -Total — 467. 
n) 

Birth-rate  : 23-82. 

Deaths  : 

( Males 

1 Females 

...  108, 
95  f 

Total— 203. 

Death-rate  : 10-36, 

Of  the  total  deaths  41  were  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000  births  of  88. 


The  following  is  the  usual  table  showing  the  chief  mortality  rates  in  the  Brandon  Urban 
District  compared  with  similar  rates  for  Durham  County  and  for  England  and  Wales  : — 


Death  Rate 

per  1,000  population. 

Rate  per  1,000 
Births. 

C/5 

Area 

Birth 

Kate 

per 

1.000 

popula- 

tion. 

c/5 

o 

75 

U 

Enteric  Fever. 

Measles. 

U 

V 

V 

X 

1j 

u 

'J 

C/5 

Whooping  Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 
under  2 years. 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate. 

Total  Tuberculos 
Death  Rate. 

Brandon  U.D 

23-82 

10-35 

— 

0-66 

— 

0-10 

— 

0-10 

6-42 

88 

066 

Durham  County 

23-98 

12-64 

0-02 

0-46 

0-05 

1-19 

0-05 

0-29 

— 

99 

— 

England  and  Wales... 

18-3 

12  2 

0-01 

013 

0-03 

0-15 

0-07 

0-32 

8-4 

75 

— 

The  average  rates  recorded  c 
are  as  follows  : — 

tiring 

he  past  five  years  in  the  three  areas  above-mentioned 

Brandon  U.D 

24 -K 

1 1 -58 

0-02 

0-42 

0-09 

0-17 

0-06 

0-44 

8-85 

91 

— 

Durham  County 

26-28 

12-52 

0-02 

0-24 

0-04 

0-21 

0-08 

0-46 

— 

97 

— 

England  and  Wales... 

19-9 

12-2 

0-01 

0-12 

0-03 

0-13 

0-09 

0-36 

9 0 

76 

— 
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The  following  table  shows  the  individual  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  the  year 


Measles ...  

Males. 

8 

Females. 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Influenza 

2 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

8 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 

...  ... 

— 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

11 

4 

Cerebral  Hamiorrhagc,  etc.  ... 

5 

9 

Heart  Disease... 

8 

22 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

3 

— 

Bronchitis 

6 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

9 

Other  Respirator}7 

1 

... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

1 

9 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

2 

...  D 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

... 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation- 

— Premature  Birth 

11 

5 

Suicide  ... 

2 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

4 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

22 

14 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

... 

Causes  of  Illness. — Compared  with  the  year  1924  there  was  a decline  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  bronchial  diseases  from  44  to  32,  while  the  deaths  from  influenza  also  fell  from  8 in 
1924  to  2 during  the  past  year. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  reported 
d :r:ng  the  year  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  cases  was  122,  equal  to  an 
attack-rate  per  1.000  population  of  6-2.  The  case  moitality  per  cent,  was  extremely  lew,  bemg 
only  1-6,  and  it  is  satisfactory-  to  note  that  none  of  the  smallpox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and 
enteric  lever  cases  succumbed. 


Diseases. 

Number  of  Cases 
Notified . 

No.  admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

19 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

76 

75 

— 

Diphtheria  

13 

10 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

X 

Erysipelas  

11 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

1 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  of  the  above  table  is  the  number  of  cases  of  smallpox  notified, 
most  ct  which  came  from  the  Waterhouses  area  of  the  district,  and  despite  the  energetic  action 
which  was  taken  as  soon  as  the  first  case  was  notified  other  cases  continued  to  occur.  Fortunately 
the  dis-rase  was  of  a mild  type  and  no  deaths  occurred,  the  whole  of  the  nineteen  cases  being  removed 
to  the  hospital  at  Shincliffe  Mill. 
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Pi'blic  Health  (Smallpox)  Regulations,  1917. — The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out 
by  your  medical  officer  of  health  under  these  Regulations  was  eight. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — No  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  primary  notifications  received  under  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  at  the  various  age  periods  as  well  as  the  number  of  deaths 
which  were  caused  by  the  disease  during  the  year  1925  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non  Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  year  ... 

1 — 5 years  ... 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—10  „ 

i 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1.5-20  „ ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- — 

1 

— 

— 

20—25  „ 

1 

4 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2.5—35  „ ... 

4 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

3.5 — 1.5  ,,  ... 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

4.5 — 55  ., 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

55 — 65  ,,  ... 

65  and  over  ...j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

17 

18 

8 

3 

4 

6 

NIL 

NIL 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  force  on  the 
1st  January,  1925,  and  they  require  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  every  sanitary  district  to  forward 
to  tin  Count}  Medical  Officer  particulars  of  (a)  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  his  Register 
at  tin.  beginning  of  each  quarter,  ( b ) the  number  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  quarter,  (c)  the 
number  of  crises  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  quarter,  and  ( d ) the  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  quarter.  The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  as 
they  stand  at  the  end  of  the  year  1925 : — 


" i ail mi  m oi  Additions,  Removals,  etc.,  eor  Quarter  Ended  26th  December,  1925. 


Sex. 

i No.  of  cases  on  Register  i ..  , ....  , 

, . No.  of  eases  notified 

at  commencement  ' . 

, during  quarter, 

of  quarter.  | " 1 

No  of  cases  removed 
from  Register 
during  quarter. 

No  of  cases  remaining 
on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  quarter. 

■ Non-  i , 

Pulmonary.  , Pulmonary 

1 Pulmonary  . 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmotiary. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Males  ... 

4 1 1 S 2 

1 

1 

— 

42 

19 

Females 

23  16  6 

•> 

• > 

3 

— 

26 

19 

Totals 

61  34  8 

4 

4 

— 

68 

38 

5 


The  Table  below  gives  a very  useful  idea  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Brandoa 


Urban  District  during  the  past  five  years  : — 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

1921  

21 

6 

14 

9 

1922  

15 

3 

9 

1 

1923  

21 

9 

18 

7 

1924  

13 

3 

18 

7 

1925  

35 

11 

12 

1 

One  of  the  lessons  to  be  drawn  from  the  above  figures  is  that  the  notification  of  cases  of 
I ubc  rculosis  is  by  no  means  as  efficient  as  it  might  be  and  some  of  the  cases  which  are  notified  are 
by  that  time  too  far  advanced  to  benefit  by  the  various  curative  agencies  which  are  available. 
It  is  well  known,  of  course,  that  many  patients  afflicted  with  this  disease  are  extremely  anxious 
that  their  condition  should  not  be  notified  as  they  think  that  it  therefore  becomes  public  knowledge. 
I w vi!d  point  out,  however,  that  all  information  given  in  this  respect  is  absolutely  confidential  and 
is  treated  as  such,  while  the  prompt  receipt  of  such  information  enables  the  authorities  charged  with 
the  duty  of  treating  the  disease  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  the  patient  to  receive  such 
treatment. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. — These  Regulations 
ui  ike  it  an  offence  for  anyone  who  is  aware  that  he  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
tract  to  engage  in  employment  entailing  the  milking  of  cows  or  the  handling  of  milk.  No  action 
was  taken  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Section  62  of  this  Act  empowers  a local  sanitary  authority  or 
umty  council  to  secure,  on  an  order  from  the  magistrates,  the  compulsory  removal  to  a hospital 
r institution  of  any  person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  an  infectious  state  with 
unsuitable  housing  accommodation. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Section,  which  only  came  into  foice  in  Septembei,  1925. 

NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  Etc.,  AVAILABLE. 

There  is  no  local  district  nursing  association  to  undertake  the  nursing  of  infectious  diseases, 
etc.,  though  there  is  undoubtedly  scope  for  such  an  organisation.  In  times  of  epidemics  the  need 
: >r  :h  services  ot  a trained  nurse  is  urgently  felt.  The  County  Council  Health  Visitors  perform 
-v  rk  required  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and  they  also  visit  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis, etc. 

N subsidized  mid-wives  are  practising  in  the  district,  but  one  certified  midwife  is  in  practice. 

T i.e  County  Council  provide  sanatoria  in  various  parts  of  the  County  for  the  treatment  of 
patients  suffering  from  pulmonaiy  tuberculosis,  and  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  are  treated  at 
nrtain  of  the  General  Hospitals  under  arrangements  made  by  the  same  body. 

There  is  a Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the  County  Hospital,  Durham,  which  can  be  used  by 
patients  from  this  district. 

For  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  there  is  the  Brandon  and  Byshottles  Isolation 
Hospital,  while  for  cases  of  Smallpox  the  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital,  Shincliffe  Mill,  near  Durham, 
is  available. 

No  institutional  accommodation  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  homeless 
children  is  provided  in  the  district.  Such  accommodation  is  available  at  the  Poor  Law  Institu- 
tion, Crossgate.  Durham. 
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Ambulance  Facilities.  The  old  horse-drawn  ambulance  van  previously  in  use  for  the 
removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the  hospital  has  been  replaced  by  an  up-to-date  motor 
ambulance.  In  addition,  for  general  and  accident  cases  the  private  colliery  motor  ambulances  are 
available. 

LABORATORY  WORK. 

Bacteriological  specimens  from  the  district  are  forwarded  for  examination  to  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Xewcastle-on-Tyne,  under  the  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council.  The  results 
are  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  general  practitioner,  and  considerable  use  is  made 
of  the  facilities  so  provided. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Further  improvements  in  the  general  sanitation  of  the  district  were  effected  during  1925, 


of  which  the  following  table  gives  details  : — 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work. 

Special  Yisits  to  premises  on  complaint,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  677 

Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

Nuisances  abated  after  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  394 

Sanitary  conveniences  inspected  in  reference  to  scavenging  ...  ...  ...  8700 

Notices  served  upon  the  Contractors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Infected  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Articles  of  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  454 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Workshops  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Special  visits  to  slaughterhouses  for  the  detection  of  unsound  meat  ...  ...  54 

Cowsheds  and  dairies  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Obstruction  removed  from  drains,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Seizures  of  unsound  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

Cases  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Privies  converted  to  water-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Yards  cemented...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  defects  remedied...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  unfit  for  habitation  and  closed  ...  ...  5 


I would  especially  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  steady  progress  which  has  been 
mad'  during  the  past  five  years  in  the  conversion  of  ashpit-privies  and  ash-closets  to  water-closets, 
and  as  soon  a-  the  proper  drainage  and  sewerage  arrangements  aie  available  the  number  of  con- 
ver.-ions  will  lie  much  increased.  The  progress  of  this  work  demonstrates  the  efficient  and  energetic 
manner  in  whic  h your  Sanitary  Inspector  carries  out  his  duties. 

Water  Supply. 

Though  e vera  1 of  the  more  isolated  farms  and  cottages  obtain  their  water  supply  from 
s arii.:  or  vo  II  tL  di  trict  is  mostly  served  from  the  mains  of  the  Durham  County  Water  Board 
and  ' njoy  a aipj.lv  whic  h is  constant,  plentiful  ar.d  of  excellent  quality.  No  complaints  of  any 
pollution  have  be.  ii  received  during  tin  year  nor  have  any  samples  for  anlaysis  been  taken. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

During  the  year  27  < owsheds  were  inspec  ted  and  among  the  defects  found  were  (a)  manure 
i ' ,,,  , , promixitv  to  bvres  and  (h)  defective  doors,  dirty  walls,  etc.  As  a result  of  the  service 

0 • • t v ■ er  nn  nt  floors  were  laid,  while  the  walls  were  suitably  limewashed.  As  mentioned 

i:  n \ t r ; at,  <o|)ie'  of  thi  Counc  il  - bye  laws  in  respect  of  these  premises  were  delivered  to  all 
I..... . ■ ; i,  )!,.•  district  with  good  results.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  of  recent  years 

. i great  improvemc  nt  ha  been  effected  no!  only  in  re  pect  to  structural  alterations,  the  building 
c la,  i < of  a riion  modem  type,  but  in  respect  to  general  cleanliness.” 

imd'.ubt ediy  great  need  for  still  further  improvement  in  the  general  methods  of 
on,  | iita  d.uly  m the  grooming  of  cows  before  milking,  cleansing  of  the  udder, 

1 hfa  •:  t ! , . mill.,  r churn  . etc  , storage  of  the  milk,  and  in  the  methods  of  distribution. 


1 


Slaughter-Houses. 

All  the  ten  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  were  repeatedly  inspected,  two  seizures  of  unsound 
uieat  were  made  and  three  notices  in  respect  of  the  accumulation  of  garbage  and  manure  were 
served  which  had  the  desired  effect.  Many  of  the  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  are  hardly 
ideal  tor  the  purpose,  being  in  close  proximity  to  houses,  but  the  two  largest,  i.e.,  those  connected 
with  the  Meadowfield  and  Waterhouses  Co-operative  Societies  are  well  suited  for  the  purpose,  have 
aa  excellent  water  supply  and  are  generally  maintained  in  good  order. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  in  District. 

There  are  670  water-closets,  3,316  ash-closets  and  160  ashpit-privies  in  the  district  From 
these  ngures  it  will  be  seen  that  there  still  exists  ample  scope  for  further  improvements  in  the 
methods  of  excrement  disposal  and  with  the  contemplated  extension  of  the  drains  and  sewers  it 
is  hoped  that  the  large  proportion  of  conservancy  closets  will  be  rapidly  reduced. 

Scavenging. 

This  work  is  let  out  by  contract  to  sixteen  contractors,  who  have,  with  one  exception, 
performed  the  work  very  well.  The  one  exception  was  eventually  summoned  to  appear  before  the 
Council.  The  ash-closets  and  ash-bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  on  tips 
elonging  to  your  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  supeivises  this  work,  but  I am  still  convinced 
that  the  scavenging  would  be  much  more  efficiently  and  economically  performed  if  undertaken  by 

direct  laboui  employed  by  your  Council,  especially  in  view  of  the  development  of  motor  lorries 
for  this  work. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Progress  in  connection  with  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  district  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year  and  a sewer  has  been  provided  for  Heffiey  Hill  Terrace,  while  the  owners  of  College 
Terrace,  Brandon  Collier}',  have  laid  new  drains.  To  deal  with  the  increased  volume  of  sewage 
reaching  the  sewage  disposal  works  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  works  which  are  situated  at 
Langley  Moor,  Browne}',  Sleetburn,  Esh  Winning  and  Waterhouses. 

Workshop  Inspections. 

During  the  year  1925  all  the  twenty-two  workshops  have  been  inspected  and  no  overcrowding 
was  noticed,  but  the  waffs  in  one  room  required  cleaning  and  repainting,  and  three  w.c.’s  were  in 
need  of  cleansing.  All  of  these  matters  were  remedied  after  the  service  of  notices.  At  the  times 
ot  inspection  46  males  and  15  females  were  found  employed,  the  industries  cairied  on  being  tailoring, 
milliner}-,  dressmaking,  boot  repairing,  joiner}-  and  aerated  water  making. 

Cinemas,  etc. 

In  accordance  with  the  Circular  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  August,  1920,  before 
the  renewal  of  licenses  to  these  places,  they  were  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a certificate 
oi  sanitary  fitness  was  issued  to  each  proprietor.  The  sanitary  arrangements  in  one  instance  have 
been  entirely  re-arranged,  while  several  others  have  been  greatly  improved. 

Housing. 

In  February,  1919,  in  a joint  report  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I estimated  that  at  least 
-AHi  new  houses  were  needed  to  deal  with  the  overcrowding  and  allow  of  many  unfit  houses  still 
occupied  oerng  closed.  Dunng  the  past  five  years  or  so  approximately  358  new  houses  have  been 
ouilr,  33/01  which  are  on  the  housing  sites  belonging  to  your  Council.  Despite  this  provision, 
o\  er crowding  stiff  persists  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  particularly  in  the  three  and  four-roomed 
nooses.  As  the  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  of  the  working  class  type,  ranging  from 
two  to  lour  rooms  each,  while  there  are  330  back-to-back  houses,  it  will  be  obvious  that  conditions 
are  not  conducive  to  the  best  of  health. 

T-Qe  back-to-back  houses  mentioned  above  are  situated  at  Hamilton  Row  and  Russell  Street 
\\  aterhouses  ; Margaret  Street,  at  New  Brancepeth  ; Commercial  Street,  Meadowfield  ; High  Street’ 
angley  Moor;  and  in  Brownev  Lane.  Those  situated  in  Margaret  Street,  New  Brancepeth’ 
numbering  about  twenty  are  urgently  in  need  of  being  converted  into  through  houses. 

, Thcrc  are  3,999  houses  in  the  district,  no  new  houses  having  been  built  during  the  year. 

1“out  aUowuig  for  any  alterations  or  conversions  of  existing  property  I estimate  that  at  least 
another  200  new  houses  are  required. 
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Dwelling-houses  numbering  110  have  been  inspected  and  reported  on  during  1925  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  the  chief  defects  found  being  defective  spouting,  defective  floors  and  yard  paving, 
damp  walls,  defective  windows  and  ceilings.  Of  those  inspected  sixty-six  were  of  the  back-to-back 
two-roomed  type.  Five  houses  at  Browney  Colliery,  previously  reported  on  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  have  been  closed. 


The  following  statement,  which  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  gives  details  of  the  housing  work  performed  : — 

Total  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(a)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  of  1919  or  1923  ...  nil 

(i b ) By  other  bodies  or  persons...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  under 

the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  110 

(3)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  defective  in  one  or  more  respects  ...  32 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injuiious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  5 

(5)  Number  of  houses  with  defects  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied ...  ...  32 

Number  of  such  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

the  service  of  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  such  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  and  afterwards  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Public  Health  Staff. 

There  is  a part-time  medical  officer  of  health  who  is  in  general  practice  and  is  Honorary 
Surgeon  to  the  Durham  County  Hospital.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  a whole-time  official  and 
holds  a certificate  in  sanitary  science. 


Adoptive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws. 

(a)  The  Adoptive  Acts  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  amending  Acts. 

(b)  Bye-laws  relating  to  cowsheds,  dairies,  etc.,  dated  March,  1911. 

(c)  , ,,  mortuaries,  dated  24th  July,  1914. 

U\  " ,,  new  buildings,  etc.,  dated  25th  September,  1904. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

, | ; Htiusin'd,.  {a)  The  erection  of  about  200  additional  new  houses; 

(//)  The  thorough  re-construction  of  Durham  Street,  Brandon  (containing  about 
sixty  houses),  or  its  demolition. 

(•>)  briimn  The  extensions  of  the  drainage  and  sewerage  system  to  Brandon  Village  and 
various  other  parts  of  the  district. 

(3j  Sam  tar  ( <»t\  mimces.  The  conversion  of  the  remaining  ashpit  privies  into  water-closets. 
I s tri'i  l 11.'  proper  making-up  of  many  of  the  back  streets  would  be  a great  sanitary 
improvement. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  SMITH,  M.D., 

VM  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


5th  April,  1929 


'.All  KS,  I'KINU.K,  HOOK  HIM  IKK,  KIC.,  24,  BILVER  STREET,  OUKJ1AM. 


